W
ith great enthusiasm and eagerness and mild trepidation, I accepted the position of editor-inchief of Molecular Imaging last June. I am truly honored to have been selected to shepherd this prestigious molecular imaging journal into its second decade of existence.
On behalf of the journal's editorial staff, authors, and the readership, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Martin Pomper for his excellent editorship over the last several years. He guided the journal during a period of transition from the Society of Molecular Imaging (SMI) to the Society of Nuclear Medicine (SNM). He was also editorin-chief for the debut of the journal's impact factor. Its current ranking of twenty-fourth of 111 radiology journals (impact factor 3.169) reflects the commitment of the editorin-chief, editorial board, and dedicated reviewers to selecting high-quality molecular imaging papers for the journal. This is truly a challenging time. The field has grown considerably over the last decade, and there are now several competitive molecular imaging journals. In addition to the 111 published radiology journals and imaging journals in other categories, there are a growing number of open access publications with Web-based online exposure vying for high-quality manuscripts to publish. These publications lure authors with fast publication and high visibility for their articles. With the assistance of the editorial board and the staff of Decker Publishing, we will implement several initiatives to invigorate the journal and continue to attract the best scientific publications in the field. Additionally, as Molecular Imaging is sponsored by the SNM, I will work closely with Dominique Delbeke, the new editor-in-chief of the Journal of Nuclear Medicine, and their editorial board to align the publications, noncompetitively and cooperatively, to offer greater opportunities for SNM members to publish their molecular imaging research.
As the incoming editor-in-chief, I am committed to streamlining the review and publication process for the journal and providing rapid access to accepted manuscripts through the new Molecular Imaging website. We will soon be launching the new website, with more information for authors, reviewers, and readers. Subscribers will have access to all published issues as well as papers ahead of print; instructions for authors will be available with a portal for manuscript submission through ScholarOne; and reviewers will find resources for aiding in their selection of future articles.
The journal has attracted an abundance of high quality articles with a resultant delay in print publication. Decker and the editorial leadership have streamlined the review process and expanded editorial pages 30 percent to accommodate them. We are committed to adding timeliness to our definition of excellence.
I am committed to strengthening the journal's impact in the community. There are several ways in which this goal may be achieved. We intend to invite more review articles and perspectives and to publish educational materials. We will strengthen the review and acceptance criteria and pursue an increase in submitted publications. Over the next few months, the editorial board will review the current practices for review and acceptance criteria, make recommendations for improved efficiency and quality, and implement new guidelines to preserve and increase the journal's attributes.
Without journal subscribers, manuscript authors, and paper citations, the journal would cease to exist. Therefore, it is important to receive constructive feedback from our stakeholders that may improve the published product. I welcome your ideas and look forward to hearing from you.
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as the editor-in-chief of Molecular Imaging and accept the challenges to elevate the journal as a premier molecular imaging basic science journal among a growing field of imaging science publications.
